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This was the first of a series of meetings, at the
second of which the Princess opened herself fully on
her domestic grievances, and before tie summer was
over. Lord Minto found the amount of confidence re-
posed in him somewhat irksome. With his usual
sympathetic kindliness, he did his best to make his
influence of use by invariably urging ' conciliatory
measures' on the part of the Princess, ; whose wifely
duty was submission.' Though alarmed and dis-
tressed by her indiscretion, he could not but feel
compassion and sympathy for the position of a
woman cut off by no fault of hers from all domestic
ties and interests, and of a Princess not only deprived
of the honours, dignities, and gratifications belonging
to her high rank, but debarred from the frank enjoy-
ment of social pleasures that would have been within
her reach in any station of life but her own. He
could not blame her because in circumstances which
demanded extraordinary qualities these were wanting,
while he recognised in her the existence of many good
gifts, which had she fallen into better hands might
have sufficed for her own happiness and that of others.

'July 7, 1798.

c I probably see the Jersey devilry in the stronger
light for having passed yesterday with the Princess of
Wales, and seeing the most extraordinary sacrifice to
the devil that ever was made. She dined at Lord
Hood's, who asked nobody but me. I am in the
highest favour, or rather the most intimate confidence